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People in Tana Toraja preserve the past while lookiricj toward the 


Oy Jay ••injct 
Tranxateo cy. Stereo 


36 / mm Culture 


Penduduk Tana Toraja mengabadikan masa lata sambrf meoatap masa depan 


OSorrvo people bury ther do ad relatives m the 
ground. Others cremate them. The Vikings Mould 
even out their fallen warrior on burning boats and 
sond thorn out to sea. vou may even still find poop*e 
who place cons over the eyes of the dead as 
payment far the ferryman in the after l>V People in 
Tana Toraja don t do any of that 
When someone dies m Toraja, locals treat the 
body like It's still an active member of the 
community. The ritual called MaNene may wo end 
like somothng from Hitchcock s Psycho (or perhaps 
A Weokand at Bornio *), but let s take a closer look 


0 Beberapa o rang mengubur kerabat merefca 
dalam tanah. yang lain mengfc/emati merek* 
Bangsa Viking txahkan meletakkan pejuang mereka 
yang menlnggal dalam kapal yang dbakar dan 
didorong j*uh k* tengah Uot And* mungkin masih 
dapat menemukan orang yang menaruh uang 

1 ogam dl etas mate orang mat) untuk pembayaran si 
tukang perahu di akhirat Monarknya, warga Tana 
Tor lidak melakikan seinu* hal di atav 

Ketlka seseorang dl Toraja menlnggal, penduduk 
setempat memperlakukan Jenazahnya layaknya 
seorang yang matih hidup dalam komunltas 
merekii Ritual yang disebut Ma’Nenemay mungkin 
terdengar sepert) malcri darl Psycho - rrya 
Hitchcock (atau mungkin film A Weekend af 
SrraifllX tapi men kita meShat k»b*i tHiti 


© Here’s what happens : 


The corpse is embalmed, wrapped in cloth (like a mummy) and kept In 
the house until it's convenient tor ail the extended family members to 
attend a funeral. This can lake up to several months, and sometimes even 
years. 

During this time, the corpse is treated as a sick person and also sM 
included in the daily routines and conversations of the family Family 
members must still ask that person's permission to do things and often 
widowed spouses may still kiss the corpse. 

The funeral itself is called Tomate." and it attracts thousands of tourists 
each year The procession is held to send the spirit to the Puya (afterlife) 
correctly, while also driving away misfortunes that might otherwise be in 
store for the living relatives 

After the body is dressed in new clothes and groomed for the big day, it 
will then be placed with afl the other corpses in a cave on the side of a 
cliff afterward. This makes it easy for locals to access the corpses for 
what comes later in the year. 

Every August, the ritual of MaNene takes place like clockwork It consists 
af a large party, in which the bodies of all the dead relat fves are exhumed 
from the caves, redressed in fresh sets of clothes and groomed once 
again before being marched aroind the village in a Joyous parade 


Ifs&f 



o Inilah yang terjadi: 

• Jenasah dibaJ&ertv kcmudan dibungkus dcngan lamp* (seperti mumi) dan 
disimpan daJam rumah sampai scmua sanak kc uarga tclah mcnguniungi 
jenazah, Hal ini btu beriangcung gmwi babarapa buian dan kadang maiah 
sampai bertahun-tahun. 

• Sclama hal m borlangsung, .cnazah nrw»s#i dipcf lakukan layaknya orang yang 
mi dang sak t dan ma»h tatap d tibatkan dalam rutin tas dan porcakapan 
sehart-hari, Sanak kduarga harus maminta izm oada lenazah sebekim 
meiakukan sesuatu dan janda yang dtt«iggalkan boleb mencium jenazah. 

• Pcmakamarnya scndin dsobut 'Tomato*, dan hal ir* mcnqgaat r buan tuns 
satlap tahunnya Prosadnya dgdar untuk mengirim roh lanazah ka Puya 
(aklwat) dengan sempurna, sambil mengusir semua kesidan yang mungkin 
dapat tcriadi Uwhadap kduarga yang dilirvggalkan. 

• Sotolah renazah dpakaikan ba<u baru dan dtdandani untuk han H, janazah 
akan kamudian dikumpuikan baf^ama banyak janazah lamnya d sabuah gua 
dekat sisi jurang. mi membuatnya mudah untuk para panduckjk lokai untuk 
mongaksos lenazah * untuk apa yang akan tarjadi sdaryutnya di tahun itu. 

. Set tap Aguttus, ritud Ma'Sana torus bartangsung tanpa hontl Ritual Ini tardm 
dari sebuah pasta yang akbar. dimana para janazah digali keluar dari gua. 
dikonakan satu set pakaan baru dan didandani sukali lagi sebdum diarak 
kd fang desa da am sabuah parada yang manah 





